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Kyoto: What Kind of City?

Mitsuru SATOH

Abstract

Before analyzing Kyoto-city politics, we had better to realize why we challenge the Kyoto
case. Probably the reason is to clarify the situations and conditions present Japanese big
cities have met. But is Kyoto a typical case of Japanese big cities? This essay is an attempt
to answer this question.

Kyoto is among the big cities in japan, institutionally called Ordinance-designated cities. But
today, in a sense, too many cities are designated, to understand the general characteristics
of Japanese big cities. In this essay, I will introduce three books treating Japanese cities, two
are using principal component analysis, one, subjective scoring and, two are emphasizing the
atmospheres (“Fukaku”) of cities.

I will conclude that the perspective of atmospheres of cities is very important to allocate
Kyoto on the logical map of Japanese big cities, and to do that, we should find out a way to

have objective method of measure the atmospheres.
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