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A Study on Judgments of Daishin-in: Significances and Issues

Kazunari KIMURA

Abstract

Up until now, through analysis and consideration of the original texts of prewar civil
decisions, the author has engaged in research to bring to light the formative processes
behind the (civil) decisions of Daishin-in (the Supreme Court of Japan [until 1947]), many
aspects of which remain a mystery due to restricted access to information. What has become
clear thus far through this research is: (1) the standards for listing decisions in the Collection
of Civil Decisions of Daishin-in, which is the court s official record of decisions; (2) the fact
that in some cases publicly announced decisions are not exactly the same as the original
documents; (3) the fact that from the original court documents it is possible to identify the
judges who delivered the rulings; and (4) the fact that in some cases it is possible to identify
all of the facts in a case together with how the case progressed. In this paper, the author

will build on that foundation and examine in more detail some of the remaining issues.
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