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An Introduction to Risk Education

Masaru MABUCHI

Abstract

Torahiko Terada wrote in a short essay written in 1934, "Disaster strikes when you least
expect it." If you replace the term "disaster" with "risk," you can see that it conveys a certain
truth. This is because risk preparedness often ends up being only temporary. Typically,
immediately or for a few years after a major risk is identified, various measures to respond
to the risk are developed and implemented. The government spends a significant amount of
money on disaster mitigation, recovery and restoration. The media produces a great deal of
related information. Researchers publish large quantities of books and articles. However, as
time goes by, people quietly forget about the event or accident, and care less about the risk
response measures. The government cuts the budget for the measures. The media broadcast
once-a-year memorial programs. The researchers shift their interest to the most current
topics. And the whole pattern is repeated all over again. This article will propose the way to

continue our interest in and concern about risks by focusing on school education.
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