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Study on Current Situation and Issues of the Regional Brand Building for “Kyoto Vegetables”

Weisheng ZHOU, Pengcheng SUN, Fengyang WANG,
Xuepeng QIAN, Ken’ichi NAKAGAMI

Abstract

The regional brand building of Agricultural products is a long-term strategy for the local agriculture and promotes
effective use of local agricultural resources. Kyoto has been implementing the strategy from 1989, which is regarded
as a successful case especially for the “Kyoto Vegetables”. This study aims to review the regional brand building
of “Kyoto Vegetable” case, mainly focusing on production process and the process of distribution and marketing.
Moreover, we also evaluate the “quantity’ and “quality” effort of the brand building process from the perspective
of the market and consumers, the implementation and the results. We adopted statistical analysis and questionnaire
survey along with comparison analysis. The results show that “Kyoto vegetables” owns huge market value but
also faces tough competition from other prefectures’ brand vegetables. Meanwhile, the questionnaire survey from
the consumers reveals that there are still space for the improvement of recognition and satisfaction of “Kyoto
vegetables”. The high-price could negatively influence the local consumption. To solve those problems, it is important
to consider the integration of modern agriculture technologies and the traditional culture. The stakeholders of “Kyoto
Vegetables”, which are agriculture association, other regional agriculture organizations, distribution units, and

consumers, need to get more communication and form partnership in order to cope with the changing circumstance.
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