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The Study on Content Creation by Peer Production in Virtual Space:
A Case Study of Hatsune Miku

Shohei MITANI

Abstract

As the information society progresses, high quality technologies of content creation and
high speed Internet services become widespread among people. In NicoNico Douga, Amateur
creators produce the music pieces and movies using the vocal synthesizer “Hatsune Miku”
and its character. This paper examines the structure and dynamics of content creation using
the approach of peer production, which explains the way of producing goods and services
generated by prosumers on virtual space.

This paper shows two findings mainly: (1) Due to introduce of digital technology into the
content creation process, the high quality resources in the content industry would be well-
known to amateur creator. As a result, amateur creators become able to participate in the
content creation using the high quality equipment easily and freely; (2) Amateur creators
would produce content in cooperation with themselves through the huge self-organization
community on virtual space. Factor of raises the quality of content is collaboration in the
huge community where an individual gathered not enclosure of the resource that content
industry ever did.

As a conclusion, this paper shows how the community, which does not have hierarchical
structure, produces high quality works. By progress of the information-intensive society, the
model of the content creation is changing. Furthermore, peer production will build a new
value of wealth through the interactive creation and circulation of content that carried out

on virtual space.
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