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An Analysis of Young People’s Residential Area Preference Factor
with Special Reference to “Impressions of Urban Areas” and
“Employment-related Values”

Takashi NISHIDE

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the impact that “impressions of cities” and
“employment-related” on rural young people with respect to their future residential area
based on the survey data. The basic questions are whether young people will want to live
in their hometown in rural areas or not. From the results of analysis, although we find
many students who hope to live in their local towns during elementary school, such students
become fewer by junior high school. Upon high school graduation, however, the number of
students who want to stay in their hometown is seen to parallel that of elementary school.
How do young people’ s impressions of urban areas or their sense of values affect their hopes
concerning their future residential area?

Their views about urban areas negatively impact their attitudes toward living in their
hometown. This effect is most prominent among junior high school students, but it is
relatively less important to high school students. The impact of values is somewhat more
complicated. Although generally a factor of higher “employment-related career aspirations
(one particular sense of values) would be expected to negatively affect attitudes about living
in rural areas, in fact it is seen to correlate positively. In conclusion, young people’s criteria
of selecting future residential areas appears to be changing. Now young people tend to move
to urban areas, but if their values change, these trends might offer the possibility of shifting

their preferred future residential area from urban areas to rural areas.
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