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How Japanese Consumer Co-ops formed and developed in high
economic growth period: Case of Tatsumi Danchi Co-op

Kohei YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

This paper recognized the Japanese consume co-operative movement in the period of high
economic growth as the prototype of the modern social business and consider its continuity.
For consideration, this paper focus on the formation process of the Tatsumi Danchi Co-op,
which was established in 1970 by the residents of housing complex in Tokyo metropolitan area.
In that period Japan had experienced high economic growth and many people had moved to
Tokyo metropolitan area to get job. While the supply of housing had proceeded rapidly, the
development of life infrastructure that supports the lives of residents had been insufficient.
Especially the height of the prices of food due to the lack of grocery store was plagued many
of the residents. In order to solve this problem, residents themselves had established a co-op
and formed unique business model that purchased goods in its own route and sold them to
members is considered as the innovation of the consumer movement of Japan. By in detail
study of the process of establishing a co-op to solve the problem of the residents themselves
facing, it is possible to confirm the continuity of the modern cooperative movement and node

of the past cooperative movement.
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