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Local Autonomy under Home Rule in Washington State

Moe MAEDA

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to show the scope of municipal corporations power under Washington legislative
home rule system in 1889-1929. The research method is mainly to refer the historical materials and case laws in
Washington. This paper describes the legislative process of Washington home rule by the State Constitutional
Convention in 1889. The most important issue of the Convention is about corporation which caused many local
problems. One of the distinguish points of the home rule is classification of municipal corporations. It emphasises that
the subject of this system is “big city". Judicial consideration in the validity of local law reject the implied preempt
doctrine and concentrate to the conflict between state law and local law. It makes the big cities (First Class City) in
Washington have relatively broad range power that they can enact local law. This paper shows the role in municipal
police power under the home rule system. This paper suggests that the character of Washington home rule model
reflects the local condition of that time. They want to maintain the model for “big city” since there is quite a

difference from population and capacity among municipalities.
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