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(1) Introducing Aspects of Japanese Culture and

Society to Foreigners®

1)UNIT RATIONALE
AIM

For a long part of its history, Japan has been a closed
country. Despite receiving some Christian missionaries
earlier, it finally opened its borders to foreigners only in
the Meiji period, in the 19™ century. Nevertheless, it
would seem that foreigners face big difficulties adapting
to life in Japan and being accepted into the culture even
today.

The overall aim of this unit is to raise Japanese
university students’ awareness of the problems that
foreigners living in Japan are facing, as well as their
understanding of foreigners’ views on Japanese culture
and society. It is hoped that this might constitute one

step toward better intercultural communication in Japan.
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[7 sections omitted here: Theoretical underpinnings;
Content; Four skills; Learning strategies; Vocabulary;

Grammar; Interactive tasks]

SEQUENCING

The lessons in this unit have been designed with a
focus on activities on academic skills, namely writing an
academic essay, and doing field research and library
research. Students are expected to research and write
about a topic connected to the central theme of the unit:
introducing aspects of Japanese society and culture to
foreigners.

The introduction of academic skills has been
sequenced in the unit so as to reflect the usual sequence
of academic research, as follows:

@ field research;

@ library research;

@ cssay planning: graphic organizer (GO) ;

@ essay writing in multiple drafts.

[3 sections omitted here: Role of the teacher; Role of

the students; Homework, feedback and error correction]

EVALUATION

Teachers evaluate students to analyze their
understanding and to give students appropriate feedback.
Two kinds of assessment, namely formative assessment
and summative assessment are conducted throughout the
unit.

Formative evaluation is conducted more than once
throughout this unit, as students receive extensive
feedback from both the teacher and their peers. They are
then expected to incorporate the feedback into their
learning process, leading to the completion of the
academic essay.

At the end of the lesson, the teacher confirms that
the goals of the instruction have been achieved and
students have learned what they were supposed to learn
after using the instructional unit. Summative evaluation is
typically quantitative, using numeric scores or letter
grades to assess learner achievement. In this unit,

students are to submit their final paper about Japanese

culture in the last lesson for the teacher to evaluate and

grade.

REFLECTIONS ON MOCK LESSONS

Mock lessons were carried out for lessons 3 and 4 of
the unit, with graduate students and the two professors
of the course as ‘students’. Three main observations could
be made about these mock lessons.

First, the ‘students’ seemed to enjoy the activities
very much and enthusiastically participated in the lesson.
However, the activities planned seemed to be too much
for the allotted time of six course periods. Therefore, this
unit plan may need to be reorganized to allow for two
course periods for both lessons 3 and 4, which turned out
to be the most demanding on students. Finally, in this
unit plan, the students get very little content input from
the teacher, and thus it may be necessary to increase the
number of readings on Japanese culture seen through
foreigners’ eyes. In this way, students would get a better
idea of what kind of academic essays are expected from
them at the end of the unit. They will also receive
valuable vocabulary and academic language input through
texts level-controlled by the teacher to suit the students’
proficiency.

This unit plan was designed for students at a rather
advanced level of English, with an aim to improve their
academic skills. I would welcome any comments from
teachers who might decide to use this plan in their course

planning. Thank you.

2)TEACHER UNIT PLAN

Activity: Introducing aspects of Japanese culture

and society to foreigners

Aims of the activity:

@ students learn a few aspects of field research

@ students learn how to do library research

@ students learn the basic structure of an English
academic paper

@ students practice writing short academic papers in

English
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Final purpose of the activity:

@ write a 1000-1500 word paper introducing and

explaining one aspect of Japanese culture and society

Lesson plans:

@ Lessonl

»

L
»

introduce the activity to the students and have
them form groups of 3 or 4 people

explain that the activity will involve some field
research: asking a few foreign students around
campus what interests/puzzles them about
Japanese culture and society

separate into groups and discuss a few ideas
about how the field research should be carried
out

have each group present their ideas to the

whole class and finalize the field research

protocol:

< approaching the foreign students

< what questions will be asked

< thanking the subjects for their
participation

<> promise to send them the finished paper

homework: carry out the field research as a

group and make a list of the answers

Lesson 2 (in a computer lab)

each group presents the topics connected to
Japanese culture and society they elicited
during field research

in each group they decide on one topic for
research and present it to the class, as well as
the reason for choosing it

in groups, students discuss all the information
they already know about the topic, and think
about what they need to research further

the teacher explains to the whole class how to
do library research: OPAC, data bases (English
and Japanese references)

homework: do the library research and bring all

the information to class; read the sample paper

L
»

L
»

L
»

Lesson 3

the teacher explains the basic structure of an
English academic paper, emphasizing the
thesis statement, the topic sentences and the
organization of the paragraphs

in groups, students share the information they
have researched and decide what to include in
their paper and how to organize the
paragraphs

in groups, students discuss and decide on their
thesis statement and topic sentences
homework: write a draft of the body of the
paper (each member of the group writes one

paragraph)

Lesson 4

the teacher explains the main points of
paragraph unity, and walks around the groups
to help

in groups, students share their drafts with the
other members of their group and correct
mistakes

the teacher explains the use of references in
the paper and instructs the students to include
them in the paper; students write the
references list for their paper

the teacher explains the basic structure of the
introduction and the conclusion

homework: each member of the group finalizes
the draft of the body paragraph, including the
references; as a group: write the introduction
and the conclusion, and put the paper

together

Lesson 5 (in a computer lab)

in groups, students make final corrections,
focusing on formatting; include acknowledgements
for the participation of the foreigners in field
work interviews

paper checklist: share the finished papers with
other groups and receive feedback

students submit the papers at the end of the

class
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» the teacher gives assistance as necessary
@® Lesson 6 (in a computer lab)
» feedback from the teacher
» send the finished papers to the subjects
interviewed during field work

» decide on further uses for the finished

products
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