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Mobilities and Tourism Promotion Caused by Pokémon Go
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Abstract

In this paper, I examined the relationship between mobilities and tourism
promotion that emerged from Pokémon GO, a mobile game released in 2016.
In particular, I discussed the characteristics of mobilities that are distinctive of
this game through the perspective of assemblage and dissolving of boundaries.
I do this while referring to discussions about the “mobilities turn” in
humanities and social sciences from the latter half of the 1990s and onwards.

In Chapter 1, regarding the mobile assemblage that consists of the software
Pokémon GO, smartphones equipped with GPS, and players, I considered
several characteristics: mobilities that occurs in fiction and reality, the
distinctive actions and rhythms during the act of walking, the controlling of
players through the software and limitations thereof, the components of the
assemblage, and changes in their relationship. I also discussed that this mobile
assemblage is closely connected with dissolving of the boundaries that divide
fiction and reality in mobilities and destination points, the boundaries that
divide the meaning of places in the real world, and so on. Within this, I point

out that Pokémon GO creates new differences between locations in the real



[Pokémon GOJ 7234 U X+ % #H) & BGIRE 121

world, the distinctive mobilities from this gives rise to a societal problem that
has never occurred before, and locations where players gather have a
characteristic of temporarily and mobility.

In Chapter 2, based on these characteristics, I examined the relationship
between Pokémon GO and the promotion of tourism. During which, I
considered the situation at a city in Miyagi Prefecture called Ishinomaki, which
was stricken by the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake and Tsunami. Ishinomaki is the
one of the first location in which Niantic carried out efforts in tourism,
expressing the game’s practical use in tourism promotion. I also considered the
earliest instance of a municipal body using the game in an effort to promote
tourism, which happened at The Tottori Sand Dunes. From these examples,
despite the important point that Pokémon GO can attract tourists through the
massive spawning of rare Pokémon, I observed that various societal problems
arise from the characteristic mobilities of players, and that resolving these

societal problems is not easy.
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