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Preliminary Considerations About the Relationship
Between Tourism and the Big Fire in Hakodate:
Tourism Without Darkness
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Abstract

There have been many victims of several big fires in modern Hakodate. More
than 1% of the total population died in a big fire in 1934. This paper examines
the analysis about how some big fires in modern times have effected
contemporary tourism in Hakodate. Specifically, there are two views to analyze
about (1) general tourism, and (2) participation in the memorial service for
the big fire. The results are as follows:

(1) : Though some tourist brochures and travel guidebooks of contemporary
Hakodate refer to the modern big fires, there are few elements which let
tourists remember victims of the big fires.

(2) : Though it is impossible to analyze well because there is not enough
data, bereaved family and other people participate in a memorial service every
year. For the participants, this memorial service provides repose for the souls
of those lost in the fires. This dark tourism helps the participants remember
the victims of the big fires.

Though there is the historic fact of the big fires, the element of darkness is
removed from general tourism in Hakodate today. On the other hand, the
memorial service for the big fire is dark tourism. These two types of tourism do
not seem to have any relationship to each other, but they could have some kind

of unforeseen relationship in the future.
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