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Original Article

The Post-war Role of Clinical Psychology and the
Changing Image of the “Problem Child”
— Focusing on Fujiro Shinagawa’'s Educational
Consulting in Japan——

HORI Motoki

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

We examined how clinical psychology and its techniques were introduced into school education
after the war by analyzing descriptions of the “problem child”, the subject of educational
consulting in Japan. In this study, we focused on Fujiro Shinagawa’s educational consulting until
the early 1950s. Our investigation resulted in the following findings. First, Shinagawa’'s educational
consulting shaped his image of the problem child which was then widely accepted by teachers in
schools before the war. By reevaluating the concept of the “problem child” from a mental health
perspective, it was introduced into school education. With the development of tests to measure
personality, clinical psychology techniques began to be used in moral education. Second, through a
comparative study with Indonesians, he highlighted national characteristics of Japanese people.
Thus, the role of clinical psychology was to foster the Japanese people’s innate characteristics and
encourage them to adapt to a global society. Therefore, knowledge of clinical psychology was
applied not only for individual maladjustment, but to groups as the subject of research. However,
since applying this to groups requires many different concepts, it was necessary to further
discriminate concepts like “problem child” and “maladjustment”. This paper shows that since the
end of World War II, school education has attempted to psychologically analyze the modes of

behavior of “problem children”.
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