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for mentally disordered offenders
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The Medical Treatment and Supervision Act (MTSA) was enacted in 2005. The purpose of
this law was to promote social reintegration by improving the disease condition and preventing
repeated offenses of individuals who have conducted serious acts of harm caused by loss of mind
and so forth. Some individuals involved in direct medical treatment have appraised this law.
However, because of the insufficient understanding of local residents, medical wards and facilities
are short of amount. To ensure that the medical observation system functions well, citizens’
perception of the system must be clarified and necessary measures must be implemented. To
investigate this problem of insufficient consciousness, in this research, an online survey was
conducted to clarify citizens' perception of the medical observation system. We asked participants
for five answers regarding to what extent they agreed with or opposed the main 11 discussions
regarding the system. We analyzed the results to assess whether we could observe differences
dependent on gender and age. According to the results, regardless of gender or age, the extent of
recognition regarding the need to consider the human rights of individuals with psychosomatic
psychiatric disorders is low, and even when a judgment was made that the offender had no ability
to be responsible, many participants believed that the offender should receive punishment and be
responsible for damages. In addition, although the participants tended to affirm that the medical
observation system was a necessity, most of this affirmation was caused by the idea that releasing
individuals with a mental illness or psychiatric disability is unnecessary. To eliminate the
divergences between the idea of the MTSA and citizens perceptions, such as their perceptions of
people with mental retardation, the understanding of the present situation of psychiatric disorders

requires further research and the results should become the basis of the law being established.
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