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Practice & Discussion
Legal Systems and Problems surrounding the Handle-

Type Electric Wheelchairs in Japan, Germany, and Korea

KAWABATA Miki and OTANI Izumi

(Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University,

College of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

Many studies of the problems of the movement of individuals with disabilities have been
conducted, from various perspectives. However, although many obstacles have been discussed,
little attention has been paid to the means of transportation for such individuals, such as, for
example, the individual problems of wheelchair use. One such issue regards handle-type electric
wheelchairs, the use of which is increasing, largely in the elderly disabled. Handle-type electric
wheelchairs constitute a problem that should be examined. The Access Security of the Wheelchair
Users Association has been examining this issue from a practical perspective, as the research
project of the Institute for Human Sciences. In this paper, which forms part of a report on this
project, we organized a system and assessed the practical circumstances of the use of such a
wheelchair, both at home and abroad. After the legal system in Japan is discussed, this project will
examine practices in Germany and Korea, in this paper. Through these, we characterize the

current state of the problems surrounding the handle-type electric wheelchair.

Key Words : Handle-type electric wheelchair, Accessibility, Barrier free, Wheelchair, Mobility rights
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