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Original Article

Evaluation of Immigrant Children’s Impediments
in Reading Japanese:
An Analysis of Eye Tracking and Reading Ability

KUSUNOKI Keita Y, OZAWA Wataru 2 and KANAMORI Yuji ¥

(Health and Counseling Center, Osaka University !/
College of Social Sciences, Ritsumeikan University 2/

Department of the Education, Osaka Kyoiku University ¥)

Immigrant children in Japan face several obstacles while learning Japanese. After the enactment
of the Textbook Barrier-Free Law, DAISY textbooks became widely distributed via the Japanese
Society of Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities website to students facing reading difficulties.
However, these educational resources are not properly used by immigrant children in Japan
because DAISY textbooks are considered supportive tools only for students with dyslexia. A type
of digital book technology, DAISY is in fact a practical and convenient tool that can be used by
children from ethnic minorities. This paper evaluates immigrant children’s Japanese reading
impediments through the eye tracker system. It is very important that these children be
evaluated the same way as those with disabilities are. Three groups of students were studied:
regular students, students facing reading difficulties, and immigrant students. An analysis of eye-
tracking data from these groups revealed that immigrant children’s challenges in reading Japanese
are similar to or higher than those of students with reading difficulty or those with dyslexia.
Following this finding, it can be said that immigrant students are troubled by “cultural disability”.
Based on the spirit of the Textbook Barrier-Free Law, MEXT should promote the practical use of
DAISY textbooks among immigrant students in order to guarantee their right to learn in Japan.

Key Words : immigrant children, eye-tracking analysis, DAISY textbook,
Textbook Barrier-Free law, evaluation of reading impediment
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