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Original Article
T Tactics of Undefined Ethnicity among the Second

Generation of Korean Newcomers in Japan

IMASATO Hajime

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

In Japan today live nearly 500,000 zainichi (Koreans residing in Japan), of whom about 150,000
arrived in Japan after 1980. They are called “Korean newcomers,” and their children have been
born and grown up in Japan. Previous research on zainichi identity has mostly focused on how
previous arrivals protect or maintain their ethnic identity. This paper discusses strategies of
identity self-specification in the second generation Korean residents in Japan, through their
broader life stories. I interviewed two young female university students who are second
generation Korean residents in Japan, and analyzed their oral history. It was found that even in
cases where they experience “othering,” i.e., they were made to feel alienated from the majority in
Japanese society, they did not allow it to disturb them too much. This paper termed this tactic as
“the tactics that do not hold on defined ethnicity.” This study found that the young newcomers
have maintained the same roots in Korea as those whose families have been in Japan for several
generations, but the former keep their distance from the defined nationality and ethnicity of the

latter.

Key Words : newcomer, identity, tactics, Koreans in Japan, second generation
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