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Original Article

Functions of Intimate Interpersonal Relationships of
University Students: Comprehensive Approach from
Relationships with Parents, Lovers, and Friends

FUJIMOTO Manabu

(Institute for Teaching and Learning, Ritsumeikan University)

The aim of this study was to identify common functions of the intimate interpersonal
relationships of university students and clarify what functions and from whom students demanded
the relationships so as to improve their own mental and social adaptation. The following important
relationships were focused on: parent-child relationships (father and mother), love relationships
(lover), and friendships (best friends and friends). Participants completed a free description
questionnaire; accordingly, 32 items of functions were collected. Subsequently, an inventory survey
on the needs of functions asked of the five intimate individuals in the focused relationships was
conducted. By means of multiplex correspondence analysis, the 32 functions were divided into five

"o

groups: 'mentoring,”

non

nursing," "attachment," "close friendship,’ and "fellowship." Thereafter, a x?2
test was conducted. Results revealed that university students demanded mainly "mentoring”" and
"nursing” from parent-child relationships, "attachment" from love relationships, and "close
friendship" and "fellowship" from friendships; moreover, the university students demanded a
function from some relations redundantly. Last, with reference to sex differences, a y? test
revealed that male students mainly demanded instrumental functions, whereas female students
were more likely to demand a wider range of functions than did male students from intimate
interpersonal relationships. These findings suggest ways of supporting university students’ mental

and social adaptation.

Key Words : functions of interpersonal relationships, university students, parent-child relationship,

love relationship, friendship
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