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BREICBWTH IS RETRVWELT
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W E 72T EA O 2 MRS, SER SN DY
GTH Do EREDOERBMIEEA 313, kT
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M7l 2 Z T 7B RETH D05, HIE
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ZWELTWD (BRI YFEMRAHEE
RRTEETREELLTWD) (WMA 20052) 0
B3I REICHBMRT 5%, BEITFRE~DOM
5T bo &0 bIFaIEMmdEE (solitary
confinement) F 7213 IHT 205 O E Bk
EFHE GEMEFIES) ICEMIZES L Tdns
L7, 72720, BRICEOEMEMESICA ST
V5 HORFCRBICFE 2RO 0I%, ik
DERBETH 2, BRERBILEHEOEEZ
MoEINZITNE% LT, EiREHIL, €h
DB d 101 MBEINEHELHML,
WY R EBE R L 2% 5 R v,
F72BIUEH ORFIRES A ) 271285

SNTWBYE, EHHIIHFEORICHE L
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WA S i 7 BN 43 0 2 LT D MR B TH 5
(CM 2006)c ¥ ¥ 5T « L —IL X 46 Ak,
P ik B ASBLHE 8 SO0 3 & il 3 2 o i o il B
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Fm 2o 5000 oo 7213 E 2 5 OB
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Practice & Discussion

International Standards of Medical Ethics in Prison

AIZAWA Ikuo

(Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the international standards of medical ethics in prison
in reference to documents released by international organizations (e.g., the United Nations, the
World Health Organization, the World Medical Association, etc.). Since the beginning of this
century, the Japanese prison system has required reforms in various areas, with prison health
care service being one of the most important issues. While several legislations and reforms have
been implemented, less attention has been paid to ethical issues in the medical practice at penal
institutions. This study clarifies the ethical standards of prison health care from the international
standpoint as follows: (1) The relationship between the duties of the doctor for the patient’s best
interests and the rights of the patient to adequate medical care is relevant to the prison health
care service. (2) Prisoners should have an access to a doctor at all times. (3) The provision of
prison health care services, which include medical treatment and nursing care, as well as
appropriate diets, physiotherapy, rehabilitation and any other necessary special facilities, should be
comparable to that enjoyed by patients in the outside community. (4) Medical information should
be treated in the same manner as in public hospitals. (5) Informed consent is essential in prison
health care. (6) The prison health care staff should have the same professional independence as

their professional colleagues working in the community.
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