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Original Article

The Controversy between Hugo Miinsterberg

and John Henry Wigmore in the Early History
of American Forensic Psychology:

Contrasting Professionalism and Public Appeal

SHINOGI Ryo

(Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this paper is to explore the controversy between Hugo Minsterberg (1863
1916) and John Henry Wigmore (1863-1943) in late 1900, from the point of view of the
contrasting elements of professionalism and public appeal. Miinsterberg, a psychologist known as
one of the pioneers of "applied psychology," criticized jurists in articles published in a popular
magazine and the book. Wigmore, a scholar of criminal law, known for his contributions toward
the improvement of the study of evidence, counterattacked Miinsterberg. The controversy is often
referred to as the opening salvo in the conflict between the different academic disciplines, law and
psychology, in the early history of American forensic psychology. It has been often noted that the
controversy was caused by Miinsterberg's aggressive, exaggerated style as he appealed to the
public. The relationship between appealing to the public and the entire controversy has not been
fully explained. In order to clarify it, this paper examines the context of the controversy through
both the articles Miinsterberg published and the personal communication between he and
Wigmore. This paper sees the controversy as a collision between the two potentially overlapping

disciplines and public appeal.
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