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Original Article
The Experience and Meaning of Disability for Visually
Disabled Teachers: With a Focus on their Relations
with Students

NAKAMURA Masaya

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

This paper describes how visually disabled teachers deal their disabilities and how they attach
meaning to them in their work. In 2012, while preparing for Japan's ratification of the Convention
of the Right of Persons with Disabilities, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology published a report on constructing an inclusive education system. The report briefly
mentioned the unique contributions by teachers with disabilities. To research their unique
educational practices, the author conducted interviews with 6 visually disabled teachers and
analyzed their narratives about the relationships they had with their students using the K]-
method. Their experiences involving their disabilities in their educational practices were divided
into 4 categories, labeled ‘teaching without eyesight’, ‘support of students’, ‘educational effects of
disability” and ‘giving no educational meaning to disability’. One unique relationship discovered
was that the teachers instructed students with the students’ support. This suggests that the
relationship between visually disabled teachers and their students involves interactivity and
reciprocity. Additionally, they attach positive meanings to their disabilities in some educational
situations. They have also found their own roles such as promoting understanding of disabilities
and influencing students by showing their ways of living, and the importance and value of their
own by being in schools with enhanced diversity. Their disabilities, which tend to be considered
negatively as individual difficulties, are given a positive meaning when put in an educational

context and in their relationships with students.
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