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Practice & Discussion
Accessible Digital Library for Students with Print
Disabilities: Issues and Perspectives on Library Services
in Universities of Japan

MATSUBARA Yoko

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

Digitization of print media and utilization of e-books dramatically improve the information
accessibility for persons with print disabilities, or those who have difficulties in reading prints due
to conditions such as visual impairments. Facilitating digitization is a pressing issue at university
libraries in Japan today; however, its relevance to supporting students with disabilities is rarely
discussed. This paper positions the process of copying print media to create text data, converting
them to an accessible format, and providing it to users as part of digitizing university libraries and
discusses its significance and challenges. Since 2010, two large policy changes—the expansion of
copyright restriction and the ratification the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities—have taken place, promoting the information accessibility for persons with print
disabilities. This paper will examine what impact these policy changes had on university libraries
in terms of the information accessibility for persons with print disabilities. Distribution of
accessible format copies is also being promoted across the border through the Marrakesh VIP
Treaty adopted in June 2013 and cooperation among digital libraries overseas. Taking these trends

into consideration, the paper will explore the future role of university libraries in Japan.

Key Words : university library, persons with print disabilities, accessible digital library,
support for students with disabilities
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