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Original Article

Characteristics of Nursing Practice Capability Drawn
from Nurses' Empirical Knowledge of Working
at Long-term Care Health Facilities

YAMADA Yuki

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this research is to clarify practice capability in nursing at long-term care health
facilities. Important and characteristic nursing elements were extracted from the empirical
knowledge of the nurses who have service experience by working at long-term care health
facilities, which was then conceptualized. Interviews with six nurses working at long-term care
health facilities were conducted and the obtained data was qualitatively analyzed using a modified
grounded theory approach. As a result of the analysis, one discerning core category <Identifying
the meaning behind an event/phenomenon.> was extracted. Five categories were identified:
<Viewing the whole in a comprehensive manner and paving the way to conduct a series of
processes>, <Having intuition concerning the elderlies’ thoughts and changes which are hard to
express>, <Being deeply involved in and having insight into the elderly>, <Consulting with
others> and <Accepting all aspects of the elderly and being approachable>. It is important to
have the ability to identify various meanings for better nursing practice capability at long-term
care health facilities. Additionally, it is important to understand not only matters that elderly

people verbalize and visualize but also those internally submerged.

Key Words : Nursing practice capability, empirical knowledge, sense,
long-term care health facilities
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