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Practice & Discussion
Practice and Discussion about Hirameki Y Tokimeki Science

“Let’'s Come to a Moot Court and Participate in a Trial”

YAMASAKI Yuko Y, SATO Tatsuya 2, INABA Mitsuyuki ¥, SAITO Shinya Y,
TOKUNAGA Rumi Y, YASUDA Yuko ¥, UEMURA Akihiro V, KIDO Ayae V,
WAKABAYASHI Kosuke ¥, FUKUDA Mari ¥, NAMEDA Akinobu V,
YAMADA Saki ¥, KAWAMOTO Shizuka ¥, NAKATSUMA Takuya ¥, KASUGA
Hideaki ¥, KANZAKI Mami ¥, NAKATA Yuki ¥, YAMAGUCHI Yoshie ¢

(Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University?,
College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University?, College of Policy Science, Ritsumeikan University?,
Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University?,

Graduate School of Letters, Ritsumeikan University”, College of Law, Ritsumeikan University®)

A program entitled “Hirameki ¥¥ Tokimeki Science Let’s go to a moot court and participate in a
trial” (organized by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science and Ritsumeikan Global
Innovation Research Organization's “Law and Psychology Project”) was implemented in August
of 2012 and August of 2013. The purpose of this program was to deepen junior high school
students’ understanding of the significance and findings of “law and psychology” research
conducted using scientific research funding. There is a certain amount of legal and psychological
knowledge (“trial knowledge”) that a person must have in order to make an appropriate legal
determination. Earlier research has shown that Japanese citizens do not have enough of this kind
of knowledge. This program aimed to provide junior high school students with “trial knowledge”
by having them listen to a lecture by former judge Akira Kitani on “the role of criminal trials” and
participate in a moot court as lay judges, and to deepen their understanding of the importance of
reaching judicial determinations on the basis of this knowledge and the importance of research on
the law and psychology. During their deliberations as part of the mock trial, junior high school
students gradually came to express their opinions more and more assertively. The representatives
of each deliberation group presented his or her group’s verdict on the defendant and gave
concrete grounds for their decision. The results of a questionnaire given to all of the participants

indicate that they enjoyed this program.

Key Words : Mock trial, trial knowledge, judicial education
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