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Original Article
The Effects of Mood on Performance in a Visual Search

Task with Navon Figures

MURAKAMI Takashi

(Graduate School of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

A visual search task using Navon figures was performed to examine how positive mood or
negative mood promote global processing or local processing, respectively. An experiment of dual
tasks was carried out. In one task a Navon figure was presented in central vision for 750ms, and
in the other task a letter appeared in the peripheral vision for 250ms with a low frequency of
appearance. In this study, the global feature of the Navon figures were constructed from either
one or two kinds of local feature (one local feature was different from the others). Before and
after manipulating the mood by reading picture books, each of 30 participants was asked whether
the target feature was included in the Navon figure presented in the central field of vision, while
identifying the letter and its position in the peripheral field. The results showed that the detection
rate of local features increased in the negative mood group, however the effect of mood
manipulation was not significant. In addition, the detection rate of global features in the negative
mood group tended to increase. It was discussed that the negative mood effect confirmed in this
study might be explicable by not only the informative function, but also the motivational function
of mood which entails that individuals are oriented to minimize negative moods and maximize
positive ones. From this viewpoint, it could be explained that the participants in a negative mood

attempted to improve that mood by engaging hard in a boring task.
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