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Original Article
The Working Conditions of Visually Disabled Teachers:

Constructing an Effective Support System

NAKAMURA Masaya

(Graduate School of Core Ethics and Frontier Sciences, Ritsumeikan University)

This paper describes the job difficulties facing visually disabled teachers and a system for
supporting them. Additionally, it proposes measures to improve their working conditions.
Approximately 3/4 of all boards of education in Japan do not fulfill the legal standard of hiring
persons with disabilities. Therefore, the employment of disabled teachers should be promoted. To
this end, it is necessary not only to employ a greater number of persons with disabilities but also
to support them so they can remain working. To research what constitutes effective support, the
writer conducted semi-structured interviews with six visually disabled teachers to reveal their
work difficulties and to obtain their opinions about how to improve them. Their principal difficulty
involved the reading and writing of printed text. To mitigate this difficulty, human support is
indispensable. At regular workplaces, in an ordinary support system, disabled workers are directly
supported by caregivers. But the present research reveals that it is difficult to overcome the
difficulties of visually disabled teachers by just relying on caregiver’s support, because a teacher’s
job requires special knowledge and cooperative work with coworkers. One example indicated a
case of support for visually disabled teacher both by teachers specializing in same subject and a
dispatched part-time teacher to lessen their duties. Based on the research results, an effective
measure to reduce the difficulties of visually disabled teachers is proposed. It is a model in which

these teachers are supported by their workplace as a whole, though an appointed staff member.

Key Words : visual disability, teacher, working conditions, employment of disabled persons, support
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