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Effects of Elderly People’s Cognitive Aspects Coming

from Trust to Self and Others on Being Deceived

YAMASAKI Yuko!, NAKA Makiko?, ISHIZAKI Chikage® and SATO Tatsuya®

(Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University",
Graduate School of Letters, Hokkaido University?, Graduate School of Law, Nagoya University®,

College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University")

This study examines the ability of elderly people to recognize crimes, such as fraud, and its
relationship to the sense of their trust to themselves and to others. There have been numerous
cases of elderly people becoming the victims of fraud, which is ever changing in its methods of
deception. The reasons why elderly people become victims of such crimes are often listed at a
decline in their cognitive functions, a tendency of being in isolated living conditions, and a “sense
of trust” in themselves and others, as well as mistrust, which are peculiar to the elderly. We
conducted two research studies on elderly people. The results show that the elderly participants
tend to believe that the victims of fraud are responsible for their own deception. This tendency
was more pronounced in elderly who had gained larger self-confidence. However, the elderly
judged the victim’s responsibility as significantly low in cases of billing fraud, which is often used
on elderly people. They believed it likely that they could detect any fraud (study 1). Moreover,
each respondent indicated that his or her reliability was higher than that of the younger
participants (university students). Finally, they maintained their trust to others and themselves.
It is shown that when the suspect in a theft incident is an elderly person, elderly people don't

suspect them so much as university student age people do (study 2).
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