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Developmental Changes in Reaction to Parental Expectations:

A Retrospective Study Based on Questionnaire Surveys

KASUGA Hideaki”, UTSUNOMIY A Hiroshi? and SATO Tatsuya?

(Graduate School of Letters, Ritsumeikan University"/College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University?)

The purpose of this study is to examine developmental changes of children’s reaction styles to
parental expectations. A total of 157 undergraduate students completed a questionnaire that
assessed their feelings (n=74) and actions (n=83) to parental expectation when they were in
elementary school, junior high school, senior high-school and currently via free description.
Correspondence analysis was conducted on the responses to the questionnaire. It was revealed
that forms of children’s reaction change with the relationship to their parents and their growth.
In childhood, children blindly accept parents’ expectations and have a tendency to show a positive
response. When they were junior and senior high school students, they had negative feelings
toward parental expectations about school and felt frustrated that they could not live up to these
expectations. It would appear that this feeling of frustration about failing to meet their parents’
expectations is important for adolescents to have. Adolescents acquire the ability to act on their
own initiative through college life, but some students are afraid of whether they can deliver the
hopes of their parents. It is believed that we need to pay attention to those adolescents’

experiences of sethacks to in an effort to understand them and provide proper support.

Key Words : parental expectation, forms of reaction, developmental change
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