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Rumors of Foretelling Earthquakes on Social Media

after the Great East Japan Earthquake

UEMURA Akihiro and SATO Tatsuya

(Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University/
College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

In recent years, with the development of social media such as blogs and microblogs (Twitter),
various false rumors often circulate. A variety of rumors have circulated due to social confusion
after the Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011. Rumors about earthquakes tend to circulate
particularly easily. In this study, we focused on the rumors of foretelling earthquakes which
circulated from April to October in 2011. Those rumors were not simple prophecies, but they
had story lines like urban legends, such as preschool children foretelling of the earthquake. We
collected blog articles and Twitter messages about these rumors and analyzed them. Then we
examined what kind of characteristics there were in these rumors spreading throughout social
media. Some bloggers carried the rumor out of consideration for readers' feelings and called their
attention to the earthquake. We consider those people to have used rumors as tools to call for

their safety.
Key Words : rumors of foretelling earthquakes, social media, the Great East Japan Earthquake,
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