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Congruity of Impression of Faces and Occupations in Person Cognition
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The effect of congruity of impressions between faces and occupations was investigated by
analyzing person impression formation (Experiment 1), and person memory (Experiment 2 and 3).
In Experiment 1, participants were shown congruent or incongruent pairs of facial pictures and
names of occupations. In congruent pairs the face fitted the occupation on impressions, whereas in
incongruent pairs, it did not. Then, participants rated their impressions about the person. Results
indicated that for the congruent pairs, their person impressions fitted the impressions of both
the face and the occupation, whereas for incongruent pairs, the impressions fitted the occupation.
In Experiment 2, participants were asked to memorize pairs of facial pictures and names of
occupations during the learning phase. In Experiment 3, participants were shown pairs of facial
pictures and names of occupations during the phase and they rated the congruity between a face
and an occupation, without the intention to learn. During the test, participants were shown a facial
picture and four occupation names (the occupation—choice condition), or an occupation name and
four facial pictures (the face—choice condition). Then, they were asked to choose the matching
pair from the four possible choices. The results indicated that the performance in choosing the
matching pair was significantly higher for incongruent, than for congruent pairs. Moreover, the
performance in the occupation—choice condition was higher than the performance in the face—

choice condition. These results were similar in both Experiments 2 and 3.

Key Words : impression formation, person memory, congruity of impression, the job—choice test,

the face—choice test
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