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Visually Distinct Signals Support the Comprehensibility of Text Organization

in Textbooks: Possible Supports for Latter Childhood Age Learners

YAMAMOTO Hiroki

(College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

The purpose of this study was to examine how visual distinctiveness of signals supports the
comprehensibility of text organization in textbooks for latter childhood age learners. The effects
of type size of the headings on the comprehensibility of the text were examined in three studies.
Results indicated that the visual distinctiveness of headings increased accessibility and improved

the comprehensibility of text used by latter childhood age learners. It is hypothesized that these

improvements are intermediated by promotional and palliative supports for the use of structure

strategy.
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