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Understanding Communications of an ALS Patient Using Visual

Ethnography

ADACHI Shunsuke, SATO Tatsuya, and HIDAKA Tomoo

(Graduate School of Science for Human Services, Ritsumeikan University” /College of

Letters, Ritsumeikan University2>/Japan Society for the Promotion of Science”)

This article reports on the interaction between an ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) patient
and his care-givers and analyzes how a “third person” functions in the communication, through
field work at the scene of rehabilitation. The research also includes the process of making and
showing a movie to explain the results of the study for the participants, so that we could ask their
opinions about it. The result was summarized as multi-vocal visual ethnography, to share and

reflect the opinion of insiders (people in the same culture, including ALS patients, care-givers, and

so on) and outsiders (people from different cultures, including the researcher) to the study.
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