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Analysis of Weblog Articles on the Case of Abandonment

of a Female Child in Togane City

UEMURA Akihiro and SATO Tatsuya

(Ritsumeikan Global Innovation Research Organization,

Ritsumeikan University / College of Letters, Ritsumeikan University)

In 2009, the Saiban-in Seido-lay judge system-started in Japan. Lay judges are charged with

hearing cases using evidence presented only in criminal trials. But, they may have had exposure to

various information and opinions through news reports on their cases by a variety of media before

trials. In this study, we collected weblog articles over the Internet to determine concrete opinions

about criminal cases, because people easily obtain information through the use of the Internet, and

this information is not necessarily accurate and fair. We analyzed weblog articles on “a case of

abandonment of a female child’'s body in Togane City  utilizing a text-mining approach, and

examined what bloggers are interested about by the case. We examined these articles from the

perspectives of law and psychology, and examined the differences over time of descriptions

concerning punishment, mental retardation, criminal proceedings, evidence, other criminal cases,

media and news reports, etc.

Key Words : lay judge system, blog articles, text-mining approach, media, news reports
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