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Beyond the Confrontation between Special Education and Inclusive Education:

Rethinking the Idea of “Development”

NOZAKI Yasunobu

(Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University)

In Japan, the education of disabled children has been done in schools or classrooms segregated
from able-bodied children. Special education has been advanced and ensured for past 50 years for
disabled children to relieve and overcome their disabilities. The relief and overcoming of these
conditions are considered to define the “development” of disabled children. But some claim this is
discrimination toward disabled people. They also point out that the idea of development implies
the notion that it is always good to “do things by oneself’. Furthermore, they point out that it is
not necessarily fine for disabled children to be able to do things by themselves, as well as the fact
that some disabled children are not always willing to be separated from able-bodied ones. In this
report, a new idea of development is proposed for deeper analysis regarding the confrontation
between special education and inclusive education. This report critically examines the typical
development discussion using Amartya Sen's capability approach, and shows another possibility

about Sen's theory. We need not and must not reject the idea of development.
Key Words : development of disabled children, special education, inclusive education, Amartya Sen,
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