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Views of Current Child-care Workers and Trainees - A Comparison of Kindergartens:

Nursery School Teachers and Students in the Tokyo Metropolitan Area

TAKADA Kaoru and YAMASHITA Kumi

(Kinugasa Research Organization, Ritsumeikan University/Toyo Eiwa University)

In this study, we investigated the similarities and differences between ideas about each parent’s
role in child rearing among childcare workers and students studying to become childcare workers
in the Tokyo metropolitan area. 101 Kindergarten teachers, 107 nursery school teachers, 192 female
students enrolled in kindergarten teacher training courses and 119 students from nursery school
teacher training courses answered a questionnaire about their ideas on parents’ roles in child
rearing, in particular, the role of the mother. The results indicated that, first of all, few participants
were very much in favor of a clear division of labor by gender in child rearing. Second, students
had stronger ideas about roles of mothers and childcare based on gender division than teachers did.
At the same time, kindergarten teachers and students enrolled in kindergarten teacher training
courses had stronger ideas about such roles than those working in or preparing to work in nursery
schools. Third, nursery school teachers had more chances than kindergarten teachers in their
workplace to modify their ideas and make adaptations that reflected their new ideas. Finally, the
results suggested that people in all groups questioned may form ideas about child rearing from
adolescence up through college. Both public education in training courses and informal education,

such as their experiences in their own families, also had an effect on the formation of their ideas.

Key Words : Japanese childcare practices, gender roles, kindergarten and nursery school teacher
training
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