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Japanese Press Editorial on Constitution Memorial Day, 2017

KAJII Yoshihiro”

Abstract

This paper describes Japanese newspaper editorials on the Constitution of Japan in
May, 2017. In Japan, the circulation of daily local newspapers is about 15,000,000 copies,
two-thirds of which are of national newspapers. But local papers rather than national
newspapers predominate in local regions other than the metropolitan (Tokyo) area and the
Kinki area.

The Constitution of Japan went into effect on May 3 (now, Constitution Memorial
Day), 1947, while Japan was under the Allied occupation following World War II. This
Constitution is known as a “pacifist constitution”, but Japanese conservative politicians
and newspapers (Yomiuri Shimbun, Sankei shimbun, Nikkei shimbun) want to amend the
Constitution. In recent years Prime Minister Shinzo Abe showed a strong desire to amend
the Constitution of Japan, and Abe’s governing coalition secured the two-thirds majority in
both chambers of the Diet which is needed to put an amendment to a national referendum.

In Constitution Memorial Day of 2017, almost all newspapers featured editorials
regarding debate on constitutional amendment. As in the past, Yomiuri shimbun and
Sankei shimbun supported amendment of the Constitution, but Asahi Shimbun and some
local newspapers insisted on maintaining the Constitution of Japan without amendment.
On the other hand, Mainichi shimbun, Nikkei shimbun and many local newspapers
pointed out the importance of the constitution and promoted active discussion, but did not
express an editorial opinion on the revision of the Constitution. On the same day (May 3),
Abe announced his desire to put the revised (new) Constitution into force by 2020 (the year
of the pending Tokyo Olympics). But most newspapers (except the Yomiuri Shimbun, the
Sankei Shimbun and Hokkoku Shimbun) criticized Abe’s proposal and opposed any
constitutional amendment. Abe’s proposal for revising the constitution met strong

criticism.
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