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Christian Nationalism and Shigeru Nanbara as a Home Ministry Bureaucrat:
Reading Tatsuya Akae's “Paper Churches and Japanese Modernity: Historical
Sociology of Non-Church Christianity” (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 2013).

NISHIDA Shéichi *

Abstract

In the recent work of the sociologist of history Tatsuya Akae entitled “Paper Churches”
and Japanese Modernity (Shijé no kyokai to Nihon kindai), he takes the non-church
movement of Christianity (Mukydkai ha) as a type of religious movement. Herein, Akae
examines how the non-church movement engaged society, and he argues the importance of
the existence of a community of readers—of magazines and books—as an intellectual
network. In analyzing the non-church movement from the perspective of “connections,” he
has contributed a truly epoch-making proposal, seen in comparison to previous research on
this movement. However, this begs the question of why the second generation of Kanzo
Uchimura’s disciples (Tadao Yanaihara, Shigeru Nanbara, and others) did not pay much
attention to the loose bonds of the “community of readers,” and rather focused on the purity
of religious beliefs and the resulting display of Christian nationalism.

In pursuing that question, other than the loose connections of Kanzé Uchimura’s
community of readers and the spiritual connections espoused by Uchimura’s second
generation disciples, the perspective of implementing ideal governance can be said to be
crucial. This is because thinking of the ideal way of religious spirituality is tantamount to
the self-awareness of the second generation’s own sense of leadership. Shigeru Nanbara is
a perfect example of that. Nanbara is famous for having advocated a spiritual revolution in
order to ground the beliefs of Christianity in Japan, from a standpoint of the non-church
movement, and thus contributing to the post-war revolution. Furthermore, he was working
as a bureaucrat of Home Ministry (domestic affairs) at that time, and was deeply involved
in actual political activities. Thus, this paper will discuss the nature of the communality
that Nanbara sought, focusing on his days as a bureaucrat.

If T may go directly to my concluding point, as a bureaucrat of Home Ministry,
Nanbara can be seen as having aimed at an ideal sense of governance, founded on his non-
church movement’s Christian beliefs, and tried to realize this governance in the Imizu

District of Toyama Prefecture and in the Labor Union Bill (of the Home Ministry). This
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ideal governance suggests that as a ruler, one tries to practice good governance—
“governing a nation and providing relief to the people (keikokusaimin)”—transcend
individual interests, and with love for one another, come together and realize one great
project. This sort of political thought can be called an “idealistic governance” that tries to
sublate reality into the realm of a “community of love” founded on non-church Christianity.
This idea eventually developed into the political theory of Nanbara as a scholar (called
value parallelism, kachi heiké ron), by clarifying the definition of national community and
by establishing a critical theory that uses the ideals of religion.

Perhaps methods like Nanbara’s—wherein one stresses preexisting frameworks, acts
and cultivates members only within one’s given scope, and strives to secure communality—
lead to a fixing of the elite strata and a relative diminution of free networks like that of a
community of readers. But at the same time, it is important to note that as an ethos,
Nanbara’s methods exerted a strong influence on the beliefs of the non-church movement

by stimulating their sense of leadership (akin to a sense of noblesse oblige).
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“Paper Churches” and Japanese Modernity, Shigeru Nanbara, Kanzé Uchimura, Non-

Church Christianity, Idealistic Governance, Home Ministry
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