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A Study of Chaekgeori as a Unique Type of Still-Life Painting
from the Joseon Period

NO Jaeok i

Abstract : This thesis considers the evolution of the Chaekgeori which is a very unique type of still-life
painting on folding screens from the Joseon period of Korea.

As a well-kknown bibliophile, King Jeongjo (1752-1800), the 22nd monarch of the Joseon Dynasty,
commissioned and placed a Chaekgeori screen containing images of books as a backdrop in his office.
Feeling the need to maintain public morality preserving and encouraging Neo-Confucian norms of frugality,
Jeongjo used Chaekgeori as a vicarious substitute for books and an agent to teach moral lessons.

In Chaekgeori, it is noted that the Korean artists applied the newly acquired system of artificial
perspective from Europe. The resemblances and connections between the Duobaoge (% %5#%) attributed to
Giuseppe Castiglione, an Italian Jesuit painter at the Qing court and Chaekgeori are palpable. It can easily
be guessed that various forms of display cabinets from Europe may illuminate the origin of Chaekgeori.

In the late Joseon period, the collecting and display of Chaekgeori became popular for wider circles of the
elite who saw themselves as privileged literati and for commoners who wanted to elevate their social status
and demonstrate their elegant taste and cultivation. As a result, despite the emphasis on moral virtues of
frugality tied to Neo-Confucian sentiment, Chaekgeori promoted the abundance of production and

consumption of paintings in the late Joseon cultural consciousness.

Keywords : Chaekgeori, Duobaoge (% %i#%), moral concern, symbol of objects, social status, production

and consumption of paintings
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