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Day Service as a Place of Intersection Called “Chi-Cha,”
and the Memory of Islands :
Traditional of Tug-of-War Events Protected by Modern Society

SETO Kunihiro i

Abstract : In Tonaki village, Okinawa Prefecture, a traditional tug-of-war is held every year together with the
Kashiki event. Tug-of-wars were formerly held in Okinawa prefecture in many places as annual events
expressing gratitude for the harvest and to ancestors at the time of Kashiki. In this thesis, we focus on tug-
of-war events on remote islands, and consider the process of fostering collective memories of letters,
villages, and islands that were confirmed and reproduced through events, looking not only at the
competitive tug-of-wars, but also the “dancing and singing world” that accompanied them. In this paper, we
visualize the tug-of-war as a multilayered cultural complex, and consider this event to be a way of confirming
memory of the island (village), and acting as a fostering device.

In particular, in this thesis, under circumstances where the fostering function has been lost in this village,
where depopulation is advanced and aging has become remarkable in recent years, we are trying to assess
the dynamics of traditional culture focusing on the fact that it has been taken over by the appearance of the
welfare space called “day service” and this contemporary space is now functioning as protection device

(space) for traditional culture.

Keywords : remote island, welfare work, day service, traditional culture, collective memory
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