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Developing the New Instrument for Developmental Diagnosis (2) :
On the Detection of Basic Structures of Development in Early Childhood

TOMII Nanami ', ARAKI Hozumi ", TAKEUCHI Yoshiaki "
NAKAMURA Ryuichi ", MATSUSHIMA Asuka ", ARAI Yoko ", MATSUMOTO Yu '

Abstract : This study is part of joint research to create a new method and approach for developmental
diagnosis. We attempted to detect the basic structures of development in early childhood, and this report is
on the point that we reached on this study in 2015. In our research, we analyzed not only Japanese but also
Vietnamese data to confirm by comparison between these two countries that our new method works in
different cultures. The total number of child participants in this experiment, who were from 1 to 6 years old,
was 184 in Japan and 174 in Vietnam. As a result of this comparative research, we found different passage
rate of certain tasks, but also four similar structures concerning development in each development period,
divided into the following four age groups 1) one and a half, 2) two to three, 3) four, 4) five to six, at the
same time. In addition, these structures corresponded well with the study by Masato Tanaka, “Theory of
hierarchies and stages on the reversible operations in human development” which we used as referential
theory. As mentioned above, we confirmed that differences between the Japanese data and Vietnamese data
were not so big or important, even though totally different situations exist in regards to language, society
and culture. These results strongly suggest that the developmental stages which were defined by Tanaka do

exist, as well as validating the possibility of our new method and approach for developmental diagnosis.

Keywords : developmental diagnosis, assessment, critical period of development, comparison between Japan

and Vietnam.
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