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Factors of Formation of Citizen’s Views of the Elderly
and Possibilities of Change

TESHIMA Hiroshi '

Abstract : Among the principles that underlie citizens’ views of the elderly, which have strong impact on the
activities of senior citizens in society, the principle of normalization, an attitude of interdependence, and
respect for fundamental human rights are required. In this regard, special expansion of the social security
provided by a pension, employment, housing, medical treatment, welfare and the material foundation for
senior citizen’s human rights protection of nursing is necessary. In order to realize these principles, it is
necessary to respect senior citizens’ individuality and self-determination and to promote mutual
understanding between generations. However I have found that current views of senior citizens have
problems such as the following: under the Welfare Law for the Aged, senior citizens are judged primarily for
their economic contributions; in contradiction to the spirit of lectures to help caregivers to understand
dementia in a positive light, there is a danger of exclusionary prejudices emerging. It is necessary to move
citizens’ views of the elderly step by step through the process of changing current orientations toward
exclusion and maintenance toward attitudes of coexistence and independence. The issue of transforming
people’s view of the elderly can be improved by citizens learning to understand the characteristics and life
situations of senior citizens, through welfare education in schools and in society. However, it is necessary
for citizens to enter dialogues and ask themselves whether their own views of senior citizens are fair, to
discover and recognize the differences between themselves and senior citizens, and to make efforts to

develop mutual understanding, even though relations may be strained.

Keywords : elderly outlook, individuality, symbiotic society, discrimination, welfare education
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