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Nursing Knowledge in the “Life World” of Nurses :
Using Schutz’s theories to Analyze Lasting Experiences Recounted by Nurses

YAMANAKA Eriko '

Abstract : The aim of this study was to use A. Schutz’s theories to examine nursing experiences recounted
by three nurses with a focus on the nature of the “world of subjective meaning,” i.e. the “inner horizon” in
the eyes of the beholder. The relevance of nursing experiences to nurses was identified by having nurses
recount their experiences and then determining which aspects of their accounts they focused on. Results
indicated “new nursing knowledge,” i.e. new nursing knowledge among nurses that served as the basis for
their nursing practices.

The current findings revealed that “new nursing knowledge” is knowledge obtained from social
interaction, i.e. the “world of intersubjective meaning” that exists between patients and nurses. Thus, this
new knowledge is supplemented by “knowledge from observation,” i.e. knowledge of the causes and effects
of “events” involving patients and nurses. In other words, nurses endeavor to reflect on their actions,

resulting in “knowledge from reflection.”

Keywords : concept of relevance, knowledge of the “life world”, intersubjectivity
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