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A Study of Travel Magazine “Kotsu Toa” :
Conflicts over Travel Restrictions in the Last Period of the War

AKAI Shoji |

Abstract : “Tabi” (Travel), a bulletin published by the Japan Travel and Culture Association founded in 1924
(becoming the “Japan Travel Association” in 1926), was a unique travel magazine with a history that
reflected the history of Japanese travel culture. “Tabi” is well known for having been long published under
the same title (but by different publishers) from 1924 to 2012, though its publication was suspended during
the final stage of World War II (1943 to 1946). However, it is a less well-known fact that it actually
continued to be published during the late war period in a different form, as a travel magazine titled “Kotsu
Toa” (first published in October 1943).

The purpose of this paper is to identify the characteristics and significance of the magazine, firstly by
exploring the changes that travel underwent during the war and secondly by conducting analysis of the
characteristics of “Kotsu Toa.” In terms of “war and travel,” this study also proposes dividing the period
between 1937 and 1945 into three stages.

“Kotsu Toa” was intended to enhance the public’s understanding of the government’s transport policy
during the wartime years — controlling and restraining the travel of civilians in particular. At the same time,
however, the magazine continued to describe a longing for the history, culture, customs and people of
Southeast Asian countries and China. From the perspective of “war and travel,” the period of 1937 to 1945
can be divided into three stages: first, July 1937 to the end of 1940 (mobilization — the positive adaptation
period); second, January 1941 to the first half of 1942 (control — the adaptation/evasion of law period); and

third, the second half of 1942 to the end of the war (restraint — the non-compliance/disobedience period).

Keywords : “Kotsu Toa,” “Tabi,” Toa Kotsu Co., Japan National Railways, travel restrictions
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