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Life Story Research on a Student Soldier Adapting to Military Life

WATANABE Yusuke |

Abstract :

Seventy years have passed since the time of the “student draft” in Japan. Previous research on student
soldiers has focused mainly on those who became kamikaze pilots, and it highlighted the anguish that those
student soldiers experienced as they sought meaning while facing death in battle. However, the war
experiences of student soldiers who, unlike kamikaze pilots, could conduct their roles diligently without
thinking deeply about death in battle, and who were highly motivated to carry out their assignments, have
been largely neglected. Thus, our understanding of their experiences, as they supported the war effort as
basic officers of the military in the final part of the Asia-Pacific War, has yet to be developed. This study
analyzed the social process of one student, who initially felt doubtful and resistant toward the war and the
military, but eventually became fully motivated after the student draft. His story demonstrates that his
motivation was not related to patriotism or concern for his country, but arose from his desire to deal
effectively with his life tasks and problems while seeking a slightly more comfortable position within the
wartime social system. From his life story, we can understand vividly how people’s desire to live happy and
positive lives and to remain full of motivation was connected with the maintenance of Japan’s wartime

system within society.

Keywords : student soldiers, student draft, war experiences, naval officer, life story, career analysis
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