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Public-Private Partnerships between Local Government and Private Sector
Corporations concerning Local Industry and Welfare (2) :
Research on Yosano-town in Tango, Kyoto Prefecture

NAKANISHI Noriko '

Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to analyze the current situation and issues concerning the
development of local industry and the promotion of welfare in the Tango area, located in northern Kyoto
Prefecture. This paper deals with research on Yosano-town in particular, which is currently faced with
decrease in population and aging. Yosano-town was established in 2006 by the consolidation of three smaller
municipalities, Kaya-town, Nodagawa-town and Iwataki-town. This area prospered in trade with the continent
of Asia from ancient times, and by the textile industry represented by Tango silk crepe after modern times.
However, the textile industry, which had been a basic industry in this area, has kept on decreasing due to
changes in industrial structure after the postwar rapid economic growth. In recent years, the textile industry
has gone into a steady decline as a result of aging and the decrease in population of workers, and difficulty
in creating successors. In such a severe situation, reproduction of local industries is encouraged through
enactment of an industrial development vision and a basic ordinance promoting small-and medium-sized
enterprises in Yosano-town. Also, the town has expectations concerning the possibility of welfare as a new
industry and it has been making an attempt to use welfare resources efficiently, such as job creation within
the area and collaboration between agriculture and welfare, and so forth. Further, it is concentrating its
efforts towards cooperation with the local private sector corporations which have achieved satisfactory
results over many years. The important element of this town in the near future is public-private partnerships
between local government, local private sector corporations and local residents, which are based on both
local industry and welfare.

In addition, this research is carried out based on a cooperative investigation in Yosano-town through a

research grant provided by the Association of Social Sciences in 2011.

Keywords : Tango area in Kyoto prefecture, Yosano-town, depopulation, aging society, local industry,

welfare, local government, public-private partnerships
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