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Critical Analysis of “the Image of Homeless People and the Attitude of
Confronting Them” among Kyoto City Officers and the City Council
Members in the Procedure for a Controversial Ordinance that Prohibits
Carrying away Recyclable Cans from Paid Designated Garbage Bags (2)

NAGAHASHI Tamesuke |, MARUYAMA Satomi ', KIMURA Rie "
SEKINE Takaaki ', UMEO Naoto ”, ISHIKAWA Yuki"

Abstract : In this article, we deal with a controversial amendment of an ordinance for waste reduction
promotion and proper disposal, which bans carrying away recyclable cans from paid designated garbage
bags in Kyoto, and assess what kind of impact the ban would have on homeless people’s everyday life, how
they recognize the threat from the ban, and how they collect recyclable cans with what kinds of
relationships within the neighborhood, by interviewing 12 homeless people living in small tents on river
banks. It became clear that most of the 12 homeless people have recognized relationships within the
neighborhood as very important for collecting cans, and most have reacted sharply against the city
government’s too one-sided ban against collecting cans, made without trying to know and understand the
circumstances of homeless people’s life and social relationships. And we also reanalyze how this one-sided
approach appears in the discourse of discussion between the city officers and the council members. It
seems very important that the city government should commit efforts and energy to understand deeply the
circumstances and feelings of homeless people by listening to them with respect in the case that the
government enforces a regulation like this ban, which exerts a significant influence on homeless people’s
right to life. We also raise our vision and expectation that the city government could implement some of the

above proposals as its administrative measures.

Keywords : recyclable cans, prohibition of carrying away, paid designated garbage bag, waste reduction,

homeless people, anti-poverty, neighborhood residents, job assistance, public assistance
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