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KINOSHITA Mokutaro Discovering KOBAYASHI Kiyochika,
or “Taste for Urbanism” as a Social Philosophy

AKAI Shoji '

Abstract : Kobayashi Kiyochika (1847-1915) launched his career as a woodblock artist in 1876 by
publishing prints of scenes around Tokyo. The landscape print series, titled “Tokyo Meishozu” (Famous
Sites of Tokyo), was published until the summer of 1881. After that, he worked on several print series,
including the Musashi Hyakkei series (One Hundred Views of Musashi) (1884-1885), but he gradually
shifted the focus of his work to illustrations, caricatures and original drawings for newspapers, magazines
and books. By the late Meiji Era (1868-1912), the Famous Sites of Tokyo series by Kiyochika had faded
into obscurity. In the early Taisho Era (1912-1926), however, Kinoshita Mokutaro rediscovered and shed
fresh light on this series. The purpose of this paper is to explore the significance of the rediscovery of
Kiyochika by Mokutaro, mainly from Mokutaro’s ideological perspective and secondarily in the context of
the transformation of the landscapes around Edobashi bridge and Aramebashi bridge in Tokyo. This study
also pays attention to the analysis based on the principle of art for art’s sake and the history of the
aestheticism group social thought in the late Meiji Era and early Taisho Era (the early 20th century),
especially ideological discovery in an urban area. Mokutaro’s interest in the “period of fermentation”
presented in his discourse on Kiyochika in 1916 can be said to represent the culmination of his interest in
“wonderland” around 1916. During the course of shifting his approach to formulating questions from the
perspective of cultural history like this, Mokutaro took a deep interest in the depiction of the lifestyle and
culture of ordinary people living in an urban area, rather than that of prominent heroes, the dignity of the
state, or dynamic industrial development, or rather than seeking to turn his back on an urban life and look
at a rural area. Mokutaro’s research into Kiyochika serves as a bridge between the essays written in the
early days of Mokutaro’s career and the history of Japanese culture on which he engaged in research in his

mid and later years.

Keywords : Kinoshita Mokutaro, Kobayashi Kiyochika, Tokyo Meishozu” (Famous Sites of Tokyo),
Aramebashi bridge, Aestheticism Group
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