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Digital Recording and Preservation of
Nigerian Dance Performed by the National Troupe of Nigeria

ENDO Yasuko *
AIHARA Susumu **
HACHIMURA Kozaburo ***

Abstract: This study explored how the Nigerian National Theater and the National Troupe of
Nigeria were created, as well as how traditional Nigerian dance has been preserved and handed
down through generations in the country. Moreover, the analysis and examination of Nigerian
dance movements, digitally recorded using the motion capture system, were conducted, and
practical use of digital recordings of Nigerian dance was considered. Specifically, this study was
approached from five perspectives: I) the nature and society of Nigeria, II) the Nigerian National
Theater and the National Troupe of Nigeria, III) digital recording of Nigerian dance, IV) the
analysis and examination of Nigerian dance, and V) practical use of digital recordings of Nigerian
dance. As a result, the study found that National Troupe of Nigeria was created as part of the
nation’s cultural policy, and that its dance performances have been held to help enhance national
awareness. Given the fact that there are fewer opportunities today to see traditional Nigerian
dance, it is necessary to digitally record the national dance as part of an effort to record and
preserve it. The analysis of digital recordings of the dance also showed that in term of
movements, the torso of a dancer is generally divided into two units. Digital recordings of

traditional Nigerian dance can be used as a learning material or a museum exhibit.

Keywords: National Troupe of Nigeria, Cultural Policy, Digital Recording
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