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Research Note
Civil Society and Contemporary Japanese Society : Relating the Concept
of Civil Society to the Peculiarities of Modern Japanese History

MATSUBA Masafumi *

Abstract: This article discusses a number of fundamental issues that concern the concept of civil
society and research into modern Japanese history. Although I have sometimes dealt with
contemporary civil society in my previous work, I have not yet made a full investigation of the
concept of civil society itself. In this current paper, I have attempted to set out comprehensively
my views on the concept of civil society. Making use of this concept to reexamine modern
Japanese history, what do we find? Of course, a full answer to this question needs to be based on
extensive empirical research. Though that is my goal, it is still a long way off. I have written this

paper by way of preparation for further research.

Keywords: civil society, modern Japanese history, modern Europe, modern emperor system, Asia-

Pacific War, two-thirds society, wealthy-and-middle-income society
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