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G. Simmel’s Art Philosophy in the Thought Development
of KINOSHITA Mokutaro

AKAI Shoji *

Abstract: KINOSHITA Mokutaro translated into Japanese two essays by G. Simmel, “Bin-no-ttote
ni tsuite [Der Henkel]” and “Rodan-ron (Meniee-ron tsuki) [Rodin - mit einer Vorbemerkung iiber
Meunier]”, both of which were published in journals. This study aims to explore the significance
given to Simmel’s Art Philosophy through the thought development of Kinoshita. This significance
is found not only in individual people’s thought development. More universal significance was
given to Simmel by merging criticism of art and German social theory, in the context of the
development of literary trends at the end of the Meiji Period and at the turn of the century. This
paper examines Simmel’s significance by analyzing Kinoshita’s remarks and comments about
Simmel in his works and exploring Simmel’s thought from the perspective of cultural and
intellectual history. Kinoshita accepted Simmel’s Art Philosophy in three interrelated contexts. The
first context is his acceptance of Rodin’s art. The second is his systematical understanding of
European thought. The last is his acceptance and critique of Nietzscheism, which is a potential
context. In these three contexts, his acceptance has significance in terms of personal history as

well as cultural and intellectual history.
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