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Women’s Caring Consciousness and the Perception of Satisfaction with
the Division of Household Labor: difference between traditional
gender role consciousness and caring consciousness

MATSUI Shinichi *

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to examine how women’s caring consciousness is related to
the perception of satisfaction with the division of household labor. Firstly, analysis of women’s
structure of consciousness shows that gender role consciousness is composed of two dimensions:
“Traditional gender role consciousness” that affirms the distribution of gendered role and “Caring
consciousness” that intends caring for others. Secondly, an ordered logistic model regarding the
perception of satisfaction with the division of household labor reveals that the high level of caring
consciousness has an effect on increasing the perception of satisfaction with the division of
household labor. On the other hand, traditional gender role consciousness has no significant
influence on the perception of satisfaction with the division of household labor. Although women
object to division of household labor based on gender, this result shows that women recognize
that caring for family is appropriate action/conduct relating to “womanliness” in terms of

“Woman’s” identity.
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